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THE VALUE OF FREE DATA

Denmark  as  a  soc ie ty  took  a  b rave  dec is ion  in  
2013  and  changed  to  a  mode l  w i th  f ree  
geoda ta  fo r  a l l  

Th is  change  was  eva lua ted  las t  year  th rough  a  
measurement  o f  the  economic  e f fec t  i n  soc ie ty  

Among the  resu l t s  were  a  c lea r  ind ica t ion  o f  
l a rge  economic  e f fec ts  f rom se t t ing  a l l  pub l i c  
da ta  f ree  

The  economic  va lue  was  measured  to  be  €472  
mio .  -  cons is t ing  o f  €339  mio .  i n  ra ised  
p roduc t i v i t y  and  €133  mio .  i n  h igher  e f f i c iency  

The  four  mos t  impor tan t  bar r ie rs  fo r  fu r ther  
d issemina t ion  was  iden t i f i ed  to  be :  

1 .  Techno log ica l  cha l lenges  
2 .  Uncer ta in ty  regard ing  marke t  po ten t ia l  
3 .  Qua l i t y  and  geograph ic  range  o f  f ree  geoda ta  
4 .  Uncer ta in ty  abou t  the  ro le  o f  pub l i c  au thor i t i es  
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ALL 8 PARTS OF THE BASIC DATA PROGRAM

REAL PROPERTY INDIVIDUALS ADDRESSES,  
ROADS AND AREAS

BUSINESSES

WATER AND  
CLIMATE

MAPS AND  
GEOGRAPHY

DATA DISTRIBUTOR DATA MODEL
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The Data Distributor 
conveys updated and 
authentic information 
from basic data registers 
on to the relevant public 
or private-sector 
administrative field or 
business area 
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OBLIQUE IMAGERY NATIONWIDE IN DENMARK
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Aarhus
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SMART CITIES - EU MEDIUM SIZE* CITIES 2013

http://www.smart-cit ies.eu/ranking.html *71 medium size cit ies between  
100.000 og 500.000 inhabitants

http://www.smart-cities.eu/ranking.html
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THE STORY ABOUT  
A COBBLESTONE  
IN AARHUS
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Aarhus

Aalborg

Vej le

Odense

Copenhagen
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CKAN - THE OPEN SOURCE DATA PORTAL SOFTWARE
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Col laborat ion in stead of competi t ion 

Board meetings every quarter 

General assembly every year 

Open data Denmark Days - Every year - Tourism in 2017 

Small  yearly membership fee - €  3.500

OPEN DATA DK - AN ASSOCIATION
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I N S T I T U T  F O R  P L A N L Æ G N I N G  
A A L B O R G  U N I V E R S I T E T
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CONCLUSIONS

Open data portals can be run as a community solut ion among 
municipal i t ies with same type of datasets 

Do not wait for the top down solut ions i f  you have innovation 
and power enough in your organisation to bui ld the portals 
bottom up 

Innovation happens when you have a combination of smart 
people and smart technology 

You can start with what you have and develop your data 
platform while the portal runs

!1 9



“ S h o o t  f o r  t h e  m o o n .  E v e n  i f  y o u  
m i s s ,  y o u ' l l  l a n d  a m o n g  t h e  s t a r s ”


